
  

 

NEWSLETTER - MAY 2020 
 

Welcome to the first Sussex Area newsletter, slightly earlier than 

planned but we wanted to stay connected with our societies and their 

members in this strange and unsettling time. 

 

I have so enjoyed being invited to meet you and your committees and 

finding such a warm welcome from you all. I have been able to put 

names to faces and begin to get to know you a little which makes the 

role much more interesting and personal. I hope to continue my tour 

of Sussex societies when we are allowed out again. 

 

It has also been really exciting to learn about Area and Societies from 

‘the grass roots up’, instead of the other way around from a Trustee 

point of view, which means I am gaining a very rounded perspective. 

 

We wanted to issue a newsletter to have more connection with you all. 

It is important to bring you updates from TAS House and Area. 

Initially we intend to have three issues per year, but we would 

appreciate your feedback to know if you would like more. Anything 

which demands urgent attention we will, of course, continue to send 

as it happens. 

 

Besides updating you, the newsletter is for you and your members to 

post your news, WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. So many of you 

have such inspiring projects, ideas and innovations that we and other 

societies would love to hear about. 

 

Because of these exceptional times where some members could be 



 

feeling anxious and could be affected by isolation, in this issue we are 

including a list of ways to stay connected with the outside world. 

Many organisations are posting virtual tours, events, plays and 

concerts online for visual and audio entertainment. There are some 

more unusual ones listed below for you to try. 

 

I hope that many of you were able to listen to the first mini online 

lecture from the Arts Society on Velasqez’s famous painting Las 

Meninas. (See the article below) It was full of interesting facts about 

the painting and I am looking forward to the next one. These can be 

accessed on connected.theartssociety.org. The lectures will be online 

every two weeks : Sarah Dunant: 21 April, Mark Hill: 5 May, Nicola 

Moorby: 19 May, Marc Allum: 2 June, Rebecca Hossack: 16 June and 

Sandy Burnett: 30 June. 

 

Finally, I want to say thank you so much for all your efforts to keep in 

contact with your societies over the past weeks. The creative ways 

that you are reaching out to your members are wonderful, many 

thanks to you all. 

 

Please look after yourselves and stay well. 

Jillie, Acting Chair, The Arts Society Sussex Area 
   

 

THE ARTS SOCIETY ONLINE LECTURES 

 

This article from The Guardian, Tuesday 7 April 2020, Mark 

Brown, Arts correspondent 

The Arts Society to launch online lectures. Lineup includes online 

lectures, films and live Q&As over the next few months. 

The first of the Arts Society’s lectures will focus on Las Meninas by 

Diego Velázquez. Photograph: Bernat Armangué/AP 

A free lockdown arts programme will kick off on Tuesday morning 

with a lecture on one of the most mysterious paintings in art:  

https://www.connected.theartssociety.org/


  

The Arts Society, the UK’s leading arts education charity with 90,000 

members, has announced a series of free online lectures, film 

screenings and live Q&As by authors that will run over the coming 

months. 

The society’s bread and butter activity is helping to stage events and 

museum trips where its members meet up for cultural activities face to 

face. Now they are among those hit hardest by the crisis. 

Florian Schweizer, the society’s chief executive, said: “A lot of our 

members are more mature which is why our initial response was: 

‘How can we get them connected back with each other and with us?’ 

“Local committees have all been chatting away on forums and are 

responding so well to the crisis. It really has been lovely and quite 

moving to see things that would have probably taken years to 

organise, happen within two or three weeks. I’m really proud of our 

members.” 

The first lecture being broadcast at 11am on Tuesday is by the art 

historian Jacqueline Cockburn and was recorded in her home by her 

son. She had been due to lecture on Picasso at the society’s now-

cancelled annual general meeting and suggested Las Meninas, which 

https://www.museodelprado.es/en/the-collection/art-work/las-meninas/9fdc7800-9ade-48b0-ab8b-edee94ea877f


 

hangs in the Prado in Madrid, as a shorter alternative for the new 

project. 

Subsequent lectures will include talks by Antiques Roadshow regulars 

Mark Hill and Marc Allum, the UK’s leading Aboriginal art expert 

Rebecca Hossack, and the art critic Sarah Dunant. Tate curator and 

JMW Turner expert Nicola Moorby will talk about the new £20 note, 

which features the artist. 

The Arts Society consists of 380 individual membership groups, 

which organise regular lectures and educational trips to museums and 

galleries throughout the year. 

Schweizer said the new digital platform, titled The Arts Society 

Connected, aims to help people stay “educated, entertained and 

informed” over the next three months. 

It will be free to members or indeed anyone who fancies watching and 

taking part in community forums before and after the events. 

As well as fortnightly lectures there will be monthly film screenings 

as well as a package of social media training for people who feel they 

need it. 

The initiative is one of many being launched by museums, galleries, 

charities and individual artists to help get people through the 

lockdown. 

“We believe the arts have the power to bring people together, and we 

will not let this virus stop communities from enjoying the arts with 

each other,” said Schweizer. 

“We are working with our thousands of volunteers to develop new 

skills and initiatives, building resilience and a future in which many of 

our members will embrace digital as a valuable addition to their 

cultural experience.” 

 

ONLINE LECTURES FROM SIÂN WALTERS 

Accredited Arts Society Lecturer, Siân Walters is offering regular, 

https://www.museodelprado.es/en/the-collection/art-work/las-meninas/9fdc7800-9ade-48b0-ab8b-edee94ea877f
https://www.connected.theartssociety.org/
https://www.connected.theartssociety.org/


 

free online lectures on her YouTube page. Siân is also offering to 

deliver lectures to individual Societies via Zoom. Please follow this 

link to see full details. 

 

 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF BRITISH ARTISTS EXHIBITION 2020 

 

Two Sussex students had their work selected for the RBA (Royal 

Society of British Artists) Exhibition in 2020, which is a great 

achievement for them and their schools. TAS City of 

Chichester sponsored Bishop Luffa student Toby Richardson's piece 

entitled "Urban Perspective” - shown on the left. TAS West Sussex 

sponsored Farlington School student Yolanda Wang's piece entitled 

"Structure and Light". Click on either picture to see a larger 

version. Follow this link to find more details of the exhibition on The 

Arts Society Website. 
 

 

 

 

 

WEST DEAN COLLEGE SPONSORED STUDENT 

 

Hollie Drinkwater, this year's Sussex Area sponsored student, is 

specializing in the conservation of Books and Library Materials. Click 

here to see Hollies’s report of her work in the Spring Term 2020. 
 

 

ONLINE TALKS ON THE ARTS & OTHER WEBSITES OF 
INTEREST 

For music lovers, The British Library’s Collections of sound 

recordings, from across the world, covering the entire range of 

recorded sound: music, drama and literature, oral history, wildlife and 

https://mcusercontent.com/13a6cf53f358f05b389f2f8a4/files/c66ff8df-32c4-4209-bc58-d2f9cda03261/Sian_Walters.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/13a6cf53f358f05b389f2f8a4/files/c66ff8df-32c4-4209-bc58-d2f9cda03261/Sian_Walters.pdf
https://theartssociety.org/arts-news-features/rba-star-students-competition-2020
https://mcusercontent.com/13a6cf53f358f05b389f2f8a4/files/7de3549c-25de-4ae1-b208-6bbac09db23e/Hollie_Drinkwater_Spring_Term_Report.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/13a6cf53f358f05b389f2f8a4/files/7de3549c-25de-4ae1-b208-6bbac09db23e/Hollie_Drinkwater_Spring_Term_Report.pdf
https://sounds.bl.uk/
https://mcusercontent.com/13a6cf53f358f05b389f2f8a4/images/54af0a6f-9ac3-45a1-a199-445c3c5df21d.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/13a6cf53f358f05b389f2f8a4/images/1f80ad30-4b35-4028-b430-54421226d3b1.jpeg


 

environmental sounds. 

 

For opera lovers, The Royal Opera House has a YouTube channel 

with full length opera and ballet performances. 

 

For theatre lovers, the National Theatre has a YouTube channel with 

full length plays. 

 

For aspiring artists, The Drawing Academy offers free drawing 

lessons. 

 

The Cooper Gallery in Barnsley has turned its paintings into a daily 

online jigsaw puzzle. 

 

The Hay Festival are beginning to put virtual podcasts on their 

website. 

 

West Dean College are uploading new content on social media to help 

any of you with creative skills. 

  

There are many Heni Talks on fascinating subjects, these are short 

bursts of knowledge. 

  

The Tate has announced plans to release free online tours of its Andy 

Warhol and Aubrey Beardsley exhibitions.  

  

Open Culture offers links to free cultural and educational media.  A 

very useful starting point for discovering what is available freely from 

across the world. 
 

SOCIETY CHAIRS 

When we all get back to normal and your society AGM’s  can finally 

take place there will be two Society Chairs retiring – Rosie Glancy, 

TAS Midhurst and Nigel Emery, TAS Turner’s Hill. Many, many 

https://www.youtube.com/royaloperahouse
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw
https://drawingacademy.com/free-drawing-lessons/
http://www.cooper-gallery.com/
https://www.hayfestival.com/podcast
https://www.instagram.com/westdeancollege/#WestDeanTogether
https://henitalks.com/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.openculture.com/


 

thanks to them both for being such excellent Chairs and we welcome 

Christine Musgrove and Lesley Croucher respectively. 
 

HOW TO SURVIVE LOCKDOWN 

A message from one of our Chairs 

Am writing this just before the Easter Weekend in glorious sunshine, 

listening to the birds singing and nesting with no background ugly 

traffic noise! I’ve been out for my daily bike ride exercise and seen a 

swan sitting on her enormous nest and photographed marsh marigolds 

growing in abundance along the canal. I am feeling quite at peace and 

completely demotivated!  No rush to do anything! In fact if I do 

everything like crazy in one day I may not have much to do the next 

day!  Have to save things!  I’ve decided this is a good way to feel as 

normally I’m squeezing my life into time slots. An hour for Arts 

Society stuff, an hour for family, an hour for cleaning, an hour for 

shopping, an hour for lunch with friends and so on! I’m not remotely 

bored yet and loving the fact that I don’t have to go out!   

In fact I even have time to laugh! Like many other families/societies I 

have been press ganged into installing Zoom onto my computer. And 

surprisingly and reluctantly have actually enjoyed our committee 

meetings and chairman’s meetings! My upper body half was made up 

with earrings and lipstick and the unseen half jeans and slippers!  One 

of us had a Caribbean backdrop and someone else was sitting on their 

patio in Spain. We hardly chatted about TAS as it was so much fun to 

see each other. 

I did dip into Florian’s YouTube broadcast and have checked out the 

new ‘Connected’ site and watched the 20mins on Velasquez, which 

was enjoyable, but to be honest I am just chilling and revelling in the 

lack of pressure. Am also loving the WhatsApp clips of aircraft 

dropping emergency loo rolls, yoga with wine and women getting 



 

dressed up to put the bins out! 

I miss my family and think very fondly of the grandchildren (more 

fondly at a distance!). My husband is an essential worker so I have 

plenty of time on my own. I do hope everyone keeps well and happy 

and that our isolation keeps us away from the awful virus.  Meanwhile 

let’s embrace the peace from the hustle and bustle of daily life. 

Susie Jardine, Chair, The Arts Society, Chichester 
 

BOOK REVIEW 

The Improbability of Love by Hannah Rothschild 

Bloomsbury Paperback 2016 

 

Recommending books is a tricky business, akin to persuading 

chocoholics to swap their favourite 70 per cent for salt and vinegar 

crisps. So I’m not saying you should read this book because I like it, 

merely that I enjoyed it and you may find it’s a welcome shot of light 

relief in these troubled times. 

The novel is a comic confection with a dark underbelly, set in 

London’s art world. The plot is built around the discovery in a junk 

shop of the eponymous missing eighteenth century masterpiece by 

Annie who is down on her luck and has no idea what she has bought. 

Via a series of chance encounters and events she ends up in the 

employ of a sinister high end art dealer, Memling Winkleman. He has 

been searching for the painting for years as it could expose his 

wartime past. But he is not the only one on the hunt for a rare 

masterpiece…. 

Hannah Rothschild portrays with verve and humour the various 

‘types’ that circle shark-like round their prey Vlad, the grubby 

uncultured Russian billionaire, hungry for acceptance into London 

society; his camp social ‘fixer’, Barty Chesterfield Fitzroy tasked with 



 

smoothing down his client’s rough edges;  Earl Beachendon a failing 

auction house director; a fatuous art critic; hedge fund managers, 

rapacious collectors and a corrupt film producer, all of whom are sent 

up with relish. 

Hannah Rothschild writes about this crazy world with inside 

knowledge.  She is an acclaimed journalist, documentary maker, art 

history lecturer, and from 2015-2019 was the first female Chair of the 

Board of Trustees at the National Gallery of London. The 

Improbability of Love won the 2016 Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse 

Prize for Fiction. 

Dorothy Watson, Chair, The Arts Society Eastbourne. 
  

 

 

If your society has interesting items for our e-newsletter, please send them in 

to Richard Beale (sussexstudydays@gmail.com) so they can be included in 

the next newsletter.
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